T
onight, look up at the moon. Look at it closely. Stare at it. Now ask yourself; Am I feeling Brave?

'When a dragon arrives at the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Beasts, a rescue centre for rare and endangered beasts, Ulf the werewolf discovers a dark and ghostly secret. With the help of Orson the giant, Tiana the fairy and Dr Fielding the RSPCB vet, Ulf must stop the most evil beast hunter in the world.'
And so begins "Werewolf versus Dragon", the first of six books crafted by the Beastly Boys.   
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  Werewolf Versus Dragon
But we're getting ahead of ourselves a bit; who are the Beastly Boys in the first place and why should West Farleigh care?
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Tall, dark, handsome. A brooding, literary genius. This is how Guy Macdonald, above with his son Finn, a youthful 41, of Sunny View, Charlton Lane, modestly described himself to me.
His beautiful wife Anita, looks up from her work and elegantly sweeps a stray lock of glossy hair from her cheek in an innocent, unselfconsciously sensual movement. "I'll go with the TDH, but sometimes he's more of a Mr Grumpy if you ask me." she murmurs.

The Beastly Boys are Matthew Morgan, David Sinden and our very own Guy Macdonald. The three have been friends since they attended Shipbourne Primary school. All three pursued careers in literary fields. David became editor of Buster Books and Matthew was an editor with Harper Collins while Guy became a freelance writer. 
Their first commissioned collaboration was to write a Children's Miscellany, Useless information it's Essential to Know, a book packed with an 'eclectic collection of fascinating facts', like the symptoms of a venomous spider's bite, fighting an alligator, knowing what scolionophobia means' and many more did-you-know facts, jokes and puzzles. "A brilliant rainy day book," says Guy. This was followed by The Boys' Book; How to be the Best at Everything, "A spiffy guide to anything and everything a boy needs to know', which is another widely read fun and fact book packed with handy tips about how to fly a helicopter, hypnotize a chicken, build a tree house, tickle a trout and so on. The Daily Mail reviewed it and said it provided "Masses of gripping information".
He also wrote My Brilliant Body (-with the gross bits left in!), a children's introduction to human anatomy and function with information on all kinds of factual, amazing and bizarre bodily knowledge, but the big bucks book was the Ultimate Harry Potter Quiz Book; 1001 Questions and Answers. "It sold loads and is still very popular", says Guy happily, "And I got to understand a lot about and become quite expert in herbology and use words like Legilimency!"
Guy honed his writing skills with other works for adults such as the Cadogan Guide to England and a more quirky and irreverent look at Britain in Gross Britannia.

Then in 2007 the three chums combined their talent and interest and the Beastly Boys began their work. A Beastly Business was born. 
The Beastly Business series has the goodies - Ulf, Orson the beast handler, Tiana the fairy, the ghost of Professor Farraway who founded the RSPCB, Druce the gargoyle and Dr Fielding locked in deadly conflict with their arch enemy, the evil Baron Marackai. The baron seeks to make loads of money by exploiting vulnerable and rare beasts and crush the RSPCB as well. Ulf and his friends have to find a way to defeat the baron and protect the beasts.
Harry Potter's Hagrid was key to developing the character of Orson who was someone sensitive and compassionate to beasts and was able to handle and care for them. The thinking behind the fabulous creatures in the book also had to be as real as possible and much effort went into being quite scientific about the beasts and their physiology - "...to be the David Attenborough of mythical beasts,"  suggests Guy. 
An autopsy by Dr Fielding in Werewolf versus Dragon, for instance, is delightfully, gruesomely vivid, beginning with; "Ulf stared as Dr Fielding ran the chainsaw down the underside of the dragon. Sparks flew from its scales and a mist of dark red blood sprayed Dr Fielding's white coat."  and; "Plunging her arms inside the dragon, she felt the stomach sack, pressing it with her finger tips. The stomach wall was ripped. "A rupture of some sort," she muttered to herself.
 "Urgh! It stinks, "said Ulf, getting a waft of the dragon's last meal.

Dr Fielding reached into the stomach and pulled out a half-digested mountain lion.

"It didn't die of starvation, then," Ulf Said. He was pinching his nose. He watched  as Dr Fielding picked up a metal crowbar from among the tools and began prising open the dragon's ribcage.
When his first book, Werewolf versus Dragon was published, BBC News did an interview. "that was quite exciting" recalls Guy with a wry grin. National Geographic Kids called Sea Monsters "A howling success"!

                                  
[image: image3]Sea Monsters
So, how do three individuals put aside their artistic differences and collaborate to write a book? "Lots of rewriting." Guy says and it wasn't too difficult once they got stuck into the work. They all had fairly similar writing styles, and used a piece of Apple software to read the work back to them in the mellifluous voice of "Vicky", so a lot of the decision making was done by listening to the pieces. "We didn't clash over details or where the story was going", says Guy. "It was quite obvious what worked and what didn't. And anyhow, it wasn't a competition. We were working together to meet a deadline which seemed to loom with terrifying speed as we neared the end. This was to our advantage, but there were many, many rewrites. That took time and determination." 
The publishing company, Simon and Schuster requires its writers to meet their public and the Boys have attended book signings locally, attended school workshops and book festivals in Hay-on-Wye, Bath and Edinburgh. "It's time-consuming but fun, but also important to meet the readers and get their feedback on the stories. It really was worth the hours we spent honing the stories," reflects Guy, adding "The series is now sold in 25 countries. 
Once the final scripts were completed, the stories were brought to life by the brilliant illustrator, Jonny Duddle.
In 2010 the trio released their second and final children's series, Alien Invaders, ten action-packed space adventures involving a boy hero, Cosmo, battling the outlaw Kaos, the five-headed monster. The Beastly Boys were now writing under the pseudonym Max Silver.
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The introduction explains the situation; 

  "Attention all Earthlings! My name is G1 and I am chief of the galaxy's security force, G-Watch. I bring you grave news.

  It is the year 2121, and our planets are under attack from the outlaw Kaos. He is beaming five alien invaders into the galaxy, commanding them to destroy it. If they succeed, this will be the end of us all.

  A hero must be found to save us; one who will venture through the treacherous regions of space; one with an uncommon courage with which to fight theses invaders; one who possesses the power of the universe! That hero is an earthling boy,

  He is our only hope."
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The other books in this series are; Rockhero The Living Mountain, Zillah The Fanged Predator and Hydronix Destroyer of the Deep.

However, that's about it. Guy has just qualified as a teacher and it just doesn't give him time now to spend the hours necessary to write another book, probably... 
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The long-suffering wife, Anita.
For more information on these books, which are all available online, please go to;


www.beastlybusiness.com


www.alieninvaders.co.uk

Chris Stockwell
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