Acu}) of tea, an early call— nothing ié too good for
the passengers who travel from Spud Murphy’s
little station, because he believes caring for people

is the essence of life.

& welcome “‘cuppa” from Spud.

T didn't matter in the slightest
that rain was tumbling down
out of sullen, grey skies over the
pretty Kentish village of Fast For-
leigh, because Spud wos in the
ticket office at the little railway
station as usual — and he had
the ketile on.
He had also written a cheery
message on the blockboeard propped

up against the fence to greet pass-
engers as they walked on to the
platform.

So everything was os London
bank worker Hans Pelz expected
it to be as he arrived to cotch the
7.12, collected his newspaper from
Spud -——and had o cup of tea.

There was nothing out of the
ordinary, either, as for os John
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Johnson was concerned. A worker
in London with Post Office Tele-
communications, he oo was in good
time for the 7.12 —and collected
his newspaper ond o cup of teo
from Spud.

And there were no surprises
at all for Roy Stone, an architect
with an office in Tottenham Court
Road, and the rest of the 7.12
“regulars.”

Spud — as usuval — was doing~

his best to get their working day
off to o bright and happy start,
rain or no rein.

But there’s much more to John
Joseph  Murphy — “Spud” to
everyone for almost as long as he
can remember — than cheery
messages on  blackboards  and
welcome cuppas.

| discovered thot for myself
when | went 1o East Farleigh to
meet him. For in the 12 years he
has worked there he has built up
a remarkable bond with his pas-
sengers that may well be unigque
in the history of the railway here
“— or anywhere.

Abwoys on hand at the tiny
station for emergency use, for
example, re aspirin, shoe polish
and brushes, needle and cotten,
wash and brush-up and shaving
facilities — and neck-ties for any
man who is forgeiful enough to dash
out of the house without one.

And if getting up on time in the
morning presents something  of
a problem, then Spud will gladly ring
through with an alarm call.

He brings in produce from his
garden and gives it away — and
in the summer presents buttonholes
to the men.

He makes sure that birthdays
of members of the Eost Farleigh
Traveilers’ Club — which he
formed —ore remembered with
birthday cards. And anyone cele-
brating a birthday or wedding
anniversary olso receives his or
her ticket as a gift — paid for by
Spud. There are usually free
tickets, too, for small children
making their first-ever roil journey
—and for newly-weds.

He's only too pleased to toke
nassengers’ shoes to the village
cobbler for repair —and fo pick
them up again when they're ready
for collection.

And he takes a particular interest
in the local school, organising an
Easter Parade and such like, ond
encouraging the children to dec-
orate the station’s small waiting-
room with their projects - short
essays and drawings, for example
- concerning the villoge and the
history in which it is steeped.

“He honestly cares obout his
possengers,”  John Johnson toid
me befora he caught the 7.12. "He's
always friendly and has a smile
and a joke, and is willing fo help
you —and that's something you
can’t come across too offen.”

I was told much the same by
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other- passengers as they arrived
to catch their trains.

When the morning’s commuters
were well on their way to work,
I was able to chat to Spud himself
in the waiting-room.

AST FARLEIGH is in hop-growing
country, and from the waiting-
room window you look out not only
on two oast-houses and their kilns
but also on the River Medwaoy flow-
ing beneath a splendid, centuries-
old, five-arched bridge.

From the children’s handiwork
adorning the walls of the waiting-
room, | learned that the bridge
was the scene of a historic battle
between the Covoliers and Oliver
Cromwell’'s Roundheads, led by
General Thomas Fairfox. And that
the village church was built before
800 AD.

“I've always fried to get the
children interested in the station
as weil,” Spud told me, “and on
one occosion they built o big model
of it and we had it on display here.

“At Christmas, they usually
decorate the station with holly and
put o Nativity scene in the waiting-
reom. Then there’s one little girl
of eleven who has been collecting
fossils for years and we're going
to put those on show here cne day.”

On closer examination of the
waiting-room decorations, | dis-
covered that it's not only the
children who have contributed.
Several cartoons are there, drawn
by one of the passengers.

There's one showing the Eaost
Farleigh commuters standing in
open trucks which an engine hos
pulled into the station.

“I say, Spud, old chap,” reads
the caption, “I know you said you'd
fight for cheaper roil travel, but
this is rather overdeing it!”

“It's a laugh, isn't i#?” Spud
said. “That's whot this is really
all about, you know. | like to send
people off to work with o laugh
and a wave. If | can get them into
o good humour here, then they
get on the train and put everyone
else in ¢ good humour.

“if | come into work in the morn-
ing and perhaps feel o bit down,
it's not long before I'm happy,
because —— without knowing how |
feel — the passengers immediately
start pulling my leg.

“Mind you, | never mention any-
thing that might upset people —
{ never talk politics, for example.

“All sorts of people travel from
here — architects, surveyors,
stockbrokers, journalists, bankers,
and so on. Later this morning the
housewives will be going into
Maidstone to do their shopping.

“There’s no need for me to puf
on airs and graces with any of the
passengers. They know I'm old Spud
Murphy, and that's iti

| think the onswer is that | love
people. To me, that's the essence

Continued on Page 55.
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SPUD MURPHY

Continued from Page 53.

of life — what it's reolly all about.

“l haven't got anything, I'm
never going & have onything —
and I'm perfectly happy. 've always
wanted to be this way. It's o lovely
philosophy — and it works!

“I never had o proper education,
because 1 left school when | was
thirteen and went to work as
gardener’s boy.

“But I've written twenty-eight
books altogether — including
lots of poems —and this gives
me a lot of pleasure.

“The woy | look at it is this —
oll vou can do is what you can do,
and nothing else. So what you con’t
do, don’t worry about.”’

PUD was born of Irish parents
in Portsmouth in May 1925

He and his wife, Mollie — they
hove six children ond six grond-
children — live ot Paddock Wood,
a few miles from Eost Forleigh.

After wartime service in the
Roya! Navy he went to work o5 a
gordener in lufon — ond  then
became a monk.

“Why a monk?” | asked him.

“it alwoys appealed to me,”
he explained. 1 spent o yeor —
working in the garden mostly —
at  Aylesferd Monastery, which
is about ten miles from here.

"1 was Brother Joseph, but after
a while | wos known to everyone
there os Brother Blimey! | was
always saying ‘Blimey,” you see.

“Later on, I wrote o book about
my time at the monostery and |
colled it ‘Brother Blimey. | paid for
it to be published, and | gave three
hundred and fifty or more copies
to loca! people.

“I joinad the railway in Jjon-
vary 1953, working first of all
as a porter ond then moving to the
shunting yord at Poddock Wood.
! left the shunting yord 1o do relief
work, taking over at various stations
in the area when someone was
sick or on holiday.

“1 did this for fifteen years, and
it was during this time | noticed
the little things they were doing
for passengers ot other stotions
—- 50 that when | came here twelve
years ago ol 1 did was to pot all
the ideas together.

“For exomple, | did relief at one
station where they got newspapers
for the possengers —and af
another they made cups of tea for
them.

“And there wos one chap who
had o fontastic array of pills at
the ready — ospirin for heodaches,
halibut oil copsules for colds,

Continued on Page 56.

for exclusive
ScottishClassics

We at Heather Valley ave proud
to present our Spring and
Summer 1931 Knitwear and
Tweed Separates and Co-ordinates,
because once again our designer
- has combined textures and
colourways superbly to bring you
exclusiveness and top guality
| garments—in soft, natural fibres
and flattering, classic styles,

Made in the true Scottish
tradition, each garment is
carefully hand finished by our
craftsfolk and presented to you
in pur FREE Colour Brochure.
Shop the easy way today, by post.

Send to: Heather Valley
Woollens) Lid, FREEPOST,
Edinburgh. EH15 2QL.

W Post Coupon for FREE Colour Brochure

7 Valley

Dept 050, FREEPOST, Edinburgh. EN15 2QL
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i Postcode ..

i Heather Valley (Woatleas) Lid., Brunstane Road, Edinburgh. £1115 2Q4. Registered at Edinburgh 36374,
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ADVERTISEMENT

STOP THE EMBARRASSMEINT OFFACIALHAR
Hasightly and irritating, facial hair used to be a real personal probiem. Until
utionary Hairstap came on the scene. Now you oan siop the embarrassment
ique Hairsiep. Just smooth the seothing cosmetic preparation into your face
every day. Hairstop is suitable for the mwst sensitive sking. It actually nourishes the
skin whiia it deals with the problem, leaving your skin luxurious, fragrant, dewy moist.
This is the secrsl of Hairsisp
Triad and tested successtully for 16 vears all over the world, this revolutionary ki 4
cosmetic comes fram Esthetic of Switzerand, homa of so many unique cosmetic products. e .
Look al wiat sur custamers say ’
““} think Hairstop Jaily for the face is marvallous — quite revolutionary' {Mrs. W.H. Bath) '*! could have saved
myself years of embarrassment had { only known of your product Hairstop ' (#rs. 1., of Wrsxham) "1 am greatly
satishied with tha results after baing troubled with facial hair growth for such a long time™” (A4, 0f Addington)
*Adter having facial hair for 30 years Hairstop is the best product | have tried . . . 1 can go ol with confidench now”’
(’irs. P&, of Dower)
Try for yoursalft
So convineed are we that Hairstop's unique formula with xira masking power will deal with your facial problem to

. . wurmﬁmsaﬁsmm,matmammmmmmmwmmmmwmﬁzg
Hairstop. Simply send £5.95 plus 35p p & p and use as directedt.

WORRIED ABDUT WRINKLES AND LINES?

Does yeur face look older than you? ) the answar is Yas, don 't worry and certainly don't be
ashamed {laughter can be as responsible for weinkles as frmnin?). Smooth the years from your
face for hours at a time. Try just ane application of Formula Z8142 iation, and I your mirmor see
those hard lines soften of even disappear . . . leaving your face young-tooking almost instantty.
And this dramatic improvement can stay with you for hours,

The secrat of this amazing lation

Now you can join those apparently ageless people whe look years younger than you know them
10 be. Formula ZB142 fction is nota hormone . .. nptacoverup . .. rmamak&ug 1tis easily
applied to the natural tissue of the skin and is an ulterly hanmless, totally reliable, fully tried and
tested lotion you can use time after time. Fragrant, pleasant, exclusive -~ only from Esthetic
Cosmetics Limited ~ and only £4.40 (for S0mi bottle) plus 35p for packaging and postage.

- WORRIED BY THIMNING HAR? ==
Look younger Now! Thicken your hair immediately with Esthetic Hair Thickener. Look younger

and feet more confident smmediately. New Esthetic Hair Thickener thickens every strand of hair
ug 1o double its normal thickness, instantly adds body to those areas where hair is thinner.
Why not have basutiful hair?

Some women have iovely, beautifid hair whilst others have t suffer andd struggle with dry dul
Kifzless hair. The simple answer to those wiv) have problems is that the thicknass of the
individual strands varies from person to geeson. Now you can change 2 that just by using
Esthetic Hair Thickener fo give you thicker hair, full of bady and bounce.

Revalutionary hair produdt

Yes, Hair Thickener really works. A revolutionary hair preparation thal will actually improve the
physical appearancs of your hair . it thickens each thinning strand. Adds a healthy fogking shine
1o dud, lissless iar. as wall as conditioning and protecting your hair . A hair preparation that will
impreve your lcoks white i boosts your self confidence.

So easy

This non-greasy fotion is easy to uss. Beautiful hair can be yours simpiy Dy applying Esthetic Halr Thickener. Send
for the big 150m] bottie, enough for 12 apolications. 1l cos's only £4.40 plus 35p packing and postage.

90 DAY TRIAL PERIOD
A8 Esthatic Progducts are covered by our 80 day trial offer ¥ you are not satisfied with amy Esthetic product you buy,
setum it within S0 davs and we wil refund your money, without quibble.

Ordar any two packs of our three tabufous teauty aids — two of the same if you like and with them (i;ﬁx
you get absolutely frea —~ & bettle of our unique Perfectly Natural Marshmatiow Skin Tonic, This 5
exchisive cosmelic contains actual marshmaliow root and hongy, alse particularty recommended as 3 )
natural meisturiser. A beautiful casmetic and a joy 1o use Perfectly Natural in every way. ﬁ%"
Narmst Sate Prica £3.33 {inc. pestags) ‘
Euthstic Conmatics Lindiad, 111 Pulham Road, London SW3 ERP o
§$§ fe R Eod o s i G R e e s R R Il B o I
Send this coupan today To: Esthetic Cosmetics Limited, 111 Fuinam Road, Londan SW3 6RP
§ Prazss sand the Blowig Roms: ~
g Price per botila
: pluS packir &m@e No of Bofties Total€ o
gﬂgigg%m% .95 + 250 = £b.
Formu z A0+ op=F4.7H
8 Pl Thickener [3.40 + Bop = £4.75 i
L7
B o sty
Qa7 X WQIROVALAGi L
gﬁmmmzmnmmm.wmmmm -FREE- mmmmmmmmﬁ
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TS
LONG LENGTHS

80 in. LADIES’ CRIMPLEME. (Polyester)
Pink, Lilac, Mavy, Cream, Brown, Green,
Blug, ete. 1% yd. = 60 in. Dress length.
£2.50 fongth
KRITTED NYLOM. For Underwear, elc. Ass.
shades. £4.50 parcel
WOVEN NYLON. For Ladies’ and Gents’
ovoralls, etc. Ass. shades or "ALL NAVY.”
Min, 10 5q. yds. £4.95 parcel
SRUSHED NYLOM. (Flamspreot) For
Nightdresses, Pyjamas, ote. Brown, Navy.
Pink or Deep Red. £5.50 parcel
FLOBAL PRINTS. Up-to-the-minute
fastiion tor Dresses and Skirts. delightful
designs. Excellent quality cotton. Min, two
Dress lengths, £7.95 parcel
GQEMTS/LADIES’ WOVEN POLYESTER
TROUSER LENGTHS. (Washable) Black,
Plum, Bottle, Navy, Brown. Beige, Grey,
Blue. 1% yd. x 56 in. Trouser length.
Ex, quabty. £4.35 tength
GREY SCHOOLWEAR SUITING. Hacd
weating for Boys Trousers or Girls’ Skirts.
Grey or Black, 1% yd. x 56 in. wide.
£3.75 tength
MAVY “SCHODLWEAR" SHOWERPROOF
COATING. (PolyiCotton.) 3 yds. x 80 in.
wide, plus free lining, £5.95 pack
SCHOOLWEAR SUITINGS IN REGULA-
TION SHADES. (Washable Woven Poly-
wster) For Blazers, Trousers, Tunics.
Shades: Bilack, Bottle, Brown. MNavy,
Marcon. Excellent quality. 1% yd. x 56 in.
wide. £4.35 length
38 in. SARILLE CURTAINING. Heavy
quality. Shades: Oid Gold, Tango, Brown,
Moss Green and Beige. State shade
required. 10-yd. fengtn. £10.95 parcel
48 in. FLORAL “ALL COTTON"
CURTAINING. Small exciusive designs.
Predominant shades available — Brown/
Coifee, Green/Lime, Pink/Beige. Blue/
Turguoise. Slight seconds, Hall price
10 yris, £15.95 parcel
47 in., WHITE POLY/COYTON
E£CONOMICAL CURTAIN LINING. Straight
fram the loom. Long tengths. Min. 8 yds.
£4.50 parcel
BLENDED WOOL COAT PACK. For
Children's Coats and Ladies’ Jackels.
Wine, Tan, Bottle, Green, Camel. 2 yds. x
56 in. plus free lining. State second choice
shade, £7.80 pack
“Unspecitied fibre” parcels.
BOYS' TROUSER PARCEL. 3 assorted
quality suitings. Generous lengths. ideal for
all age groups to 11 years. £4.80 pascel
EXTRA-HEAVY TYPE DEMIM. Navy or
Grey. Siate shade. £5.75 parcel
BEDIUM-WEIGHT TYPE DENIM. Exceflent
quality. NFW' £4.50 parcel
LADIES EED JACKETS. In Navy/Stone
or Brown/Camel. 2 yds. x 60 in. Free lining.
£5.95 pack
ASSORTED SKIRT LENGTHS. Tweed
Suiting and “Tartan-type” lengths. Three
assorted Skirt lengths. £5.95 pack
SHOWERPROOF COATING. (Poly/Cotton )
for Ladies'/Gents’ Rainwear. Lovat, Cream,
Slack, Navy, Fawn, Red, Biue. 3yds. x 80 in.
Free lining. Ex. quality. £6.95 pack
SHIRTING POPLIMS. Straight {rom the
m. Ghechs. Stripes. Three assorted Shint
iengths. Washes well. £3.85 parcel
vJANA POPLIN. 10-12 5q. yds. (2 pairs.)
5 Pt from the joom. Washes well
Plains or Stripes.  £4.75 parcel

Che
60 in. POLYESTER SHEETIMG. In saff
shades. Green, Pink. Biue. State shade.

#Min B yds. {Seconds. £7.50 parcel
SPECIAL QUILY COVER OFFER. Makes —
2 Single Quilts, or 1 Double Quilt and
Pillowstips. Patterned Vincel/Cotton. Easy
o ihades -— Blue, Green or Beige.
Super quality. £12 parcel
CNEW BABYY BALE. Including Cot
Sheetings and a Hameproof cot cover.
Brushed Nylon and a variety of useful
{abrics for babies. "Mew Baby” Bale £7.50
CHiLDREN'S WEAR PARCEL. A parcel of
specially-selected ass. fabrics for Boys/
Girls’ wear, Trousers, Skirts, Shirts, Tunics,
etc. {Slight seconds £7 parcei
LARGE "PATCHWORK PARCEL. A huge
variety of assorted Cotton prints. etc.
Sufticlent for 800 “four-inch” patchwork
pieces. €5.25 parcei

Cash with Order.
Add 25p towards postage.
Maney back of not completely satisfied.

SEND STAMPED ADDRESSED
ENVELOPE FOR “OVER 50 FREE”

SAMPLES,
Lists and Fuil information.

60 PLUS
TEXTILES”

(Dept. W), BARLEY,
NELSON, LANCS. BB9 BLJ.

PARCELS DESPATCHED
BY RETUAN POST.

SPUD MURPHY

Continued from Page 55.

something else for flu and so on.

“All the pills and potions came
from a chemist, and he paid for
them himself.”

! SUGGFSTED to Spud that with

the tickets he gave away
on birthdays ond wedding anni-
versaries, and the other gifts he
presented to his passengers, he
must sometimes have found him-
self badly out of pocket.

“Oh, people are obsessed by
money!” he exclaimed. “You are
a funny loi!

“What you don't realise is that
I don't spend anything on myseif.
| give my wife practically all my
wages, ond the money I've got in
my pocket is the money people
give me for the popers | buy for
them.

“Thay always give me the money
for the morning phone calls | make
to them —and offen something
on top, 100.

“t get things in return, thot's
what is so wonderful about it.

“The lodies bring me sweets,
cakes ond trifles. If they've cooked
a special dish, they'll bring some
of it here for me.

“The children bring me things
they've made ot cookery class.
They say, ‘Let's try it out on Spud,
and if he doesn’t pass out then it's
all right for Mum and Dad¥

“And you should have seen it
here on my birthday. The fable
was full of botiles, flowers, three
birthday cakes, and all the cards.

“1 don't think there’s anything
remarkable about what I'm doing
here. | love doing it

| don't worry about myself, you
see. | ulways say | live, but 1 live
only because I'm here.

“And anything I'm oble to do for
other people | get back in return
kindness.

“My kids meet me off the train
from work every day, and they
have always looked ofter me. If's
funny, but when each of my children
was born | used to laugh and say,
"That's another one to help bring
up Dad!

“l love my job—oand | love
people. They're o constant source of
wonder 10 me. On one occasion,
o lady come in here ond said, ‘Spud,
I know you've had lots of children,’
and | said, 'Yes, what's the prob-
fem?’

“‘I think ¥m going to be a
mather,” she said.

" "Well, love,’ | said, 'you go home
on this lovely summer's day, loy
the toblecloth out on the grass,
have tea ready for your hushand
when he comes home, and break
the rews to him — I'm sure he'll
be delighted!” ™

You don't get fo know people as
well as Spud does without leorning
to be a diplomat, too.

The ever-popular tie-beit jacket is a favourite
for all seasons. Here we bring you the
machine-knit instructions.

For all Knitmaster machines.
Materials Required. — Of Robin

Landscape Double Knitting,
22 (24, 27, 29, 32) x 25 gram
balls.

For best results it is essential
to use the recommended yarn.
If vou have difficulty in obtain-
ing the yarn, write direct,
enclosing a stanmped addres-
sed envelope, to the follow-
ing address for stockists:
Customer Service Depart-
ment, Robin Wools, Robin
Mills, 1dle, Bradford,
Yorkshire BD10 9TE.

Measurements, — To fit bust

sizes — 91 (96, 101.5, 107, 112)
cm, 36 (38, 40, 42, 44) inches;
completed length from top of
shoulder — 61 (62, 63, 64, 65)
cm, 24 (242, 25, 25Va, 25V4)
inches; completed sleeve seam
—39.5 cm, I5V2 inches.

Tension, — 25 sts. and 34 rows

to 10 ¢m, 4 inches, measured
over stockinet. Tension dial at
approximately 9.

Abbreviations. - Carr. — car-

riage; cm — centimetres;
n.(s) needle(s); st.(s) —
stitch(es); tog. — together.

N.B. Figures in brackets refer to

the larger sizes; where only
one figure is given,this applies
to all sizes.

Back,
Cast on 126 (132, 138, 144,

150) sts. by hand. Row counter
000. Tension dial at 9. Knit 9
rows. Tension dial at 10, knit 1
row. Carr. at right. Row counter
000. Tension dial at 9, knit 20
rows. Decrease 1 st. at both ends
of next and every foliowing 7th
row 7 times inall. { 112(118, 124,
130, 136) sts._]

Knit 13 rows. Increase 1 st.

at both ends of next and every
following 10th row 3 times in all.
1122 (128, 134, 140, 146) sts. ]
Knit 15 rows. Row counter 132.
Carr. at right.

Shape Armbholes.
Cast off 6 sts, at beginning of

next 2 rows and 2 sts. at begin-

ning of next 4 rows. Decreas
1 st. at both ends of next ang
every following alternate row !
(4, 4, 5, 5) times in all, knit :
rows.

Decrease | st. at both ends o
next and following 4th row, kai
5 rows. i )

Decrease 1 st. at both ends g
next row. [90 (94, 100, i04
110) sts_] Knit 43 (45, 47, 49
53) rows. ‘

Row counter 200 (204, 206
210, 214). Carr. at right.

Shape Shoulders And.
Back Neck. ¢
Cast off 6 (6, 6, 7, 7) sts. g
beginning of next 2 rows. Usin
a length of yarn, cast off centy
28 (30, 32, 34, 36) sts. Push ¥
(26, 28, 28, 30) ns. at left to [
position.
Knit right part as follows:
Cast off 6 (6, 6, 6. 7) sts. @
beginning of next row, 2 sts. g
beginning of next row, 5(5, 6,4
7) sts. at beginning of next row
2 sts. at beginning of next roy
and 5 (3. 6. 6, 6) sts. at begis
ning of next row, knit i row.
Cast off remaining 5 (5, 6. ¢
6) sts. Take carr. tolefi. Pushng
from D position back to C poy
tion. Now knit left part as fo
right part.

Pocket Lining (2 Alike).

Using waste yarn, cast on j§
sts. and knit several rows endip
with carr. at left. Row countg
000. Tension dial at 9. Knit J
rows. Tension dial at 7, kni
row. 1

Tension dial at 9, knit 36 rowg
Using waste yarn, knit seven
rows and release from maching

Right Frout,

Cast on 56 {59, 62, 65,
sts. by hand. Row counter 0
Tension dial at 9, knit 9 row
(knit 1 row extra for Le¢
Front). Tension dial at 10, kn
t row. Carr. at right. Roi
counter 000. Tension dial at}
Knit 20 rows. Decrease ! st. g
right edge on next and evep



